
 

 

Hadleys & the Pilgrams:  

  King James I (also known as the Fool King 1566-1625) attempted to force his 
English, Scottish and Irish subjects to conform to whatever dictate he issued, 
including what their religion should be.    Although he was responsible for the King 
James Version of the Bible, many of his other dictates have not been recorded 
with kindness.   

The religious practices the King attempted to force on the English folks did not sit 
well with some of his pious subjects.  Many wanted to retain their own form of 
worship, which they understood to be a “pure” religion, (thus the Puritans).  To escape the King, some 
Puritans decided to relocate to the “New World.”  On 06 Sept 1620, the Mayflower left Plymouth, 
England, heading for the Hudson River in New Amsterdam, now New York City.  Due to weather/sea 
conditions and unknown shoals, the Mayflower decided the protection of Cape Cod would suit them 
better.  They thus settled in that protective bay they called Plymouth, which they named after their 
departure port in England. 

There were no Hadley on the first voyage of the Mayflower in 1620.   Many in the small group of 
unmarried Puritans who settled in Plymouth, MA, soon married those who followed on other ships.  
Many, if not most from our Hadley clan, can now trace their lineage through marriage, directly to one or 
more of the Pilgrims who were on the original Mayflower voyage.  

The following Mayflower passengers who arrived in Plymouth, MA in 1620, and are known to be related to 
a Hadley, are as follows:  1. George Soule, 2. Edward Doty, 3. James Chilton, 4. William Mullins, 5.  Alice 
Mullins, 6. Joseph Mullins, 7. Pricilla Mullins and 8. John Alden.  

We have heard there were others Mayflower passengers who are related to a Hadley.   If you know their names, 
please share them with Jim Hadley Jim@HadleyGenealogy.net  

Note:  There was a William Hadley who had previously journeyed to Jamestown, Virginia about the time 
of its first settlement in 1607, although nothing more is yet known about him.  However, there is distinct 
possibility he died in Jamestown and is buried there.   With the recent activity of uncovering graves and 
doing some DNA testing, we may someday know if William is buried in Jamestown and if he is related to 
us.  Barbara Hadley Edge has made a compelling case that the William Hadley who traveled to 
Jamestown, Virginia was related to our Patriarch George Hadley (ca 1612-1686) and part of her research 
can be found in the Oct 2016 issue of the Hadley Newsletter 
http://www.hadleygenealogy.net/pdf/Newsletter%20Oct%202016.pdf 
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Variances in Hadley Birth, Marriage & Death Dates (BMD): PART 1 

While researching data on the Hadley family members that have gone before us, it is not unusual to find 
conflicting dates pertaining to BMD.   In the next three months of the Hadley Newsletter, we will discuss  
some of the unusual situations surrounding the conflicting dates for members of our family.  

 

Part 1:  Birth date conflicts/variations:  

 

     Most birth dates are recorded on the actual day of birth.  In the past, we have seen birth dates given 
for the date the birth was recorded, which was often different from the actual birth date 
    We have also seen births dates given when in actuality it was the date of baptism.   In addition, when 
our calendar made the switch from the Julian Calendar to the Gregorian Calendar, sometimes two birth 
years were given such as 1750/1751.   
     We have also observed a birth year given for a lunar year and other birth years given for the solar 
year.   In addition, NY State, as well as other states, now allows an individual, Upon their request, be 
issued a new birth certificate indicating a different sex, a different parent other than their biological 
parent, and a different birth date from the original record.  
   In the past, more so than today, a parent might record their first child’s birth differently from the 
actual birth date.  This was usually done when a birth took place less than nine months from a wedding 
data. The new ‘fudged” birth date was usually consistent with a nine-month gestation period from the 
actual marriage date. 
    We have observed some individuals having their age recorded on documents that are not in 
agreement with the age indicated on their birth certificate.  The reasons for the “new birth date” on 
many of their documents seems to be varied.   
    Some believe a DNA test will yield a true birth date – it will not.   
Among the tapestry of possible recorded birth dates, research can often uncover the actual birth date.   
 

*************** 

Hadley Resources in England: 

Some have looked through old records in England in an attempt to find the Hadley family to which our 
George has a biological connection.   Some may find the following link of interest: http://www.british-
history.ac.uk/   In the search box, just type in our name “Hadley” and you will be taken to a website 
where 1148 records for the name Hadley resides -  and some of those citations go back to the 1300’s 

*************** 

We hang the petty thieves and appoint the great ones to public office.     ~Aesop 
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